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“When I think of what might flash 
before me on my deathbed, I hope it 
will be the impact of my films.”

Oscar-nominated director Lucy Walker







Film for activism (not activism for film)



Must be…
• Willing to go against the mainstream with very little resources;

• Seeking social change (and with a calling to action);

• Have strong values to keep going and uphold responsibilities.

Must not…
• Have a hidden agenda – instead be transparent;

• Be a slacktivist – but be digital media savvy;

• Seek commercial profit – but don’t shy from making a living.

Is this for you?



Long Journey, Young Lives [ABC Documentary]



I believe change comes through us, the individual

Ava DuVernay, the director of Selma



Financing & Distribution

“A great campaign can accomplish a lot even with a 
mediocre film. And a great film can accomplish 
things in the absence of a great campaign. But true 
impact requires both the film and the campaign be 
great: strong, well-integrated, and flexible.”

Richard Robbins, director of female education call-to-arms, Girl Rising



Financing

• No Finance
• Investor: Mum, Rich Uncle, Philanthropist 
• Festival Funds
• Government Funds
• Crowd Fund
• Crowd Source
• Interest Groups
• Research Groups 
• Specialist Production Companies 



Crowd Funding



Distribution

• Festivals
• Indie Distributor
• TV Rights
• Online & Social Media
• Interest Groups
• Education
• Crowd Screen
• OTT like Netflix & istikana, cinemoz and icflix.



Crowd Screen



Low Budget Filmmaking





Tips for Shooting on a Smart Phone

• Story is everything
• Use a good microphone
• Use natural light
• Use a tripod
• A Gimbal will make your project look 

professional
• Capture Cutaways and Atmos Sound



Editing



Tips for Post Production on Low Budget

• Many Free Editing Apps
• Don’t edit alone
• Use S-log profile if you have it
• Record Voice Over in a booth
• Sound Edit then Sound Mix
• Good music is key
• Color grade by a professional
• For Fiction: ADR is not scary



Measuring Impact

• Target Audience
• Awareness 
• Engagement
• Offline Action
• Social Change
• Feedback Loop

There are actually specialized impact measuring organizations such as the 
Center for Social Media, Media Impact Funders, the Fledgling Fund, The 
Knight Foundation, USC’s Lear Center, Ford Foundation and NAMAC. 



The Social Issue Documentary Landscape



Not Just Documentary



Participatory Documentaries



Guerrilla Filmmaking



Serious Games





Immersive Documentary (Project Syria)



Easy Tools (Blender 3d & Unity)
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