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eighteen largest telecom
s, 

m
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com
panies in Canada
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h
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H
ow

ever, just the “B
ig 5” —

 
B

ell, R
ogers, Telus, Shaw

 
and Q

uebecor, in that order 
—

 account for nearly three-
quarters (71.1%

) of all 
revenues

.  
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1700-1800s “Indian” policy disrupts Indigenous com
m

unications 
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1900s R
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N
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orporation (1981) 
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1983 to present day – Policying Indigenous broadcasting 
• 

N
orthern Broadcasting Policy &

 N
orthern N

ative Broadcast A
ccess 

Program
 (1983) 

• 
The Inuvialuit Claim

s Settlem
ent A

ct (1984) 
• 

250+ radio stations serve N
orthern &

 Indigenous audiences (1984) 
• 

D
efense of Kanesatake (1990) 

• 
CRTC issues N

ative Broadcasting Policy (1990) 
• 

Broadcasting A
ct (1991)  

• 
Funding cut 22%

 to N
N

BA
P (1994)  

• 
Last federally operated residential school closes (1996) 

• 
Royal Com

m
ission on A

boriginal Peoples (1996) 
• 

N
unavut is created (1999) 

• 
T

a
s

k
 F

o
r
c

e
 f

o
r
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u
lt

u
r
a

l D
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e
r
s
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n
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p
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t
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o
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 C
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 p
r
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s
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n
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) 

• 
Secw

epem
c Radio goes on air (2005) 

• 
Residential School A

pology (2008) 
• 

U
N

 adopts D
eclaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007) 

• 
Truth and Reconciliation H

earings begin (2010) 
• 

TRC final report and Calls to A
ction (2015) 

• 
Canada form

erly adopts the U
N

D
RIP (2016) 

• 
TO

DAY - 100s unlicensed stations &
 65 licensed, policy not review

ed in 27 years    
    

 

“W
e did not get a license from

 the 
CRTC w

hen starting because of our 
position that as aboriginal people 
w

e did not give up our right to 
m

ake use of the electrom
agnetic 

spectrum
 to carry on our traditions, 

language and culture ... W
e are not 

pirates, w
e are Secw

epem
c.”  

N
eskie M

anuel (2010) 
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B
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 p
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r
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h
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 m
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 t
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, b
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