SYLLABUS: Journalism and Social Change

By: Israa Warrar

 Course Description




This course is for students with interest in journalism and social sciences. It helps students to employ their expertise and careers to drive a positive social change. Students will be encouraged to use the power of journalism and media to shed lights on social problems and be aware of how policies are formulated.
This course will teach students to use media and journalism as an implement in social change (Children maltreatment & Vulnerable Children) and help these students to be active change agents themselves. The umbrella of children includes different interwoven areas such as communities, poverty, child protection, child maltreatment prevention…etc.

Course Learning Outcomes:




By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Distinguish a solution-based story from a typical news story.
· Recognize the power of journalism in addressing social problems
· Identify examples of how media has positive social change.
· Analyze different aspects in different case studies related to children maltreatment and vulnerable children.
· Pitch and write a story.
· Identify at least one “out of the box “idea to improve the lives of vulnerable children.

Prerequisites:


 

An undergraduate level in writing.

Learning methods:

 

Problem- based learning:
Active learning:
Course Grade Distribution:



Participation:10%

	Participation in discussion
	10%

	Blog posts based on different case studies concerning children’s issues.
	30%

	Pitching a story and presenting it
	30%

	Final project video production and case study.   
	30%



Assignment:





· Blog posts: Students will write posts based on reading different case studies about child maltreatment and vulnerable children about 150 words to answer some questions based on these studies.

· Story pitching about a specific case in their communities and shed the light on the problem and its consequences. During class discussion student try to elicit solutions for their stories.

· Students work in groups to come up with out of the box ideas to find solutions to the presented questions throughout story presentation session. Each group will choose one focal problem.

Learning Activities




This course consists of eight weeks. Each unit includes a combination of multimedia lectures, reading assignments, discussion assignments, and/or other assessment activities.

wCourse Schedule



week 1:  Introduction: Solution Based Journalism & Journalism’s Role in Social Change.

week 2:    Child Safety v. Family Preservation

week 3:   Child Maltreatment, a Public Health Lens

week4: Youth Advocacy 

week5: The Child Protection System& blog short discussion

week 6: Using Research to Tell Stories

week 7: assignment 2 (students’ stories discussion)
 
week 8: What’s your big idea?
