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Course Description

In today’s digital media-saturated world, much of what we see, hear, and read could be “fake news”. This course introduces students to study news literacy as part of media and digital literacy, the course examines the intellectual foundation and the analytical tools to fact checking news stories and to judge the reliability of news accounts, sources, and other information. It aims to empower students against infodemic (misinformation & disinformation).

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon the completion of this course, students will:
· Understand the emerging concept of news literacy, infodemic, fake news in the digital era 
· Identify key characteristics of Real News: Verification, accountability, independence, multiple perspectives
· Demonstrate the ability to think critically in distinguish the credibility of different kinds of information and media: news, commentary/opinion, advertising, publicity, entertainment, propaganda, persuasion, raw information.
· Be able to apply various fact checking tools to recognize bias and fake news from digital media outlets
· Demonstrate the ability to use news literacy in participating in public life and democracy to become credible, trustworthy publishers in the digital age

Teaching Methods 

· Active Learning methods/applied methods: Students will participate in open discussion and peer-review along with other activities facilitated during the class.
· Critical inquiry methods: Student will conduct critical analysis of various social media posts using various fact checking tools.
· Experimental Methods: This teaching philosophy is learning by doing, as students will lead the class and apply the lessons by themselves, involves a very elaborate process where the facilitator is both moderator and subject matter expert. Free open discussion is must for attending this course.
· Activist Knowledge: This course will draw an activist knowledge through the assigned materials and by inviting local media activist to lead sessions and facilitate learning. 






Course Grade Distribution

	News Literacy Social Media Posts  
	20%

	[bookmark: _Hlk104288650]Midterm: Apply Fact checking in Egyptian Case Study
	30%

	[bookmark: _Hlk104290146]Final Project: News Literacy Digital Campaign 
	40%

	Participation and Punctuality
	10%

	Total Course Points
	100%



Assignments

· Social Media Posts (20%): Before class on the date assigned, students will create a digital content through social media post to answer the question or prompt provided. The answer must draw on the readings and may require research or case study with #News_literacy_Egypt, posts may be shared during class discussion. 
· Fact checking in Egyptian Case Study Presentations (30%): Students will apply different fact checking tools to present a critical analysis of any current digital medial case study in Egypt that portrays fake news adapted by social media and became a trend. Students will support their arguments using the course readings, their own research, and critical analysis skills, besides fact checking tools (PowerPoint Presentation).
· News Literacy Digital Campaign (30%): Students will work in group of 5 to create a social media awareness campaign that uses online tactics to practically promote news literacy linked to one of the current social or marginalized issues discussed in the Egyptian Media. Campaign components will include create complete social media account (name, logo, slogan), repetitive posts, short videos & stories, infographics, videographics, with #News_literacy_Egypt that outlines the goals, online and offline tactics, audiences, timing, impact, and provides media samples for the proposed campaign. Students will have to implement the campaign on social media in 2 weeks duration.
Course Schedule


	[bookmark: _Hlk104317282]WEEK
	THEMES
	*RECOMMENDED READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS

	Week 1
	Introduction: What is News Literacy?
	Maksl, Craft, Ashley, & Miller. (2017); Fleming. (2014); Malik, Cortesi, & Gasser U. (2013); Mihailidis. (2012); Hobbs, R. (2010)

	
	
	Social media post #1: What is your definition of News literacy?

	Week 2
	Misinformation vs. Disinformation
	Guess & Lyons. (2020); Chadwick & Vaccari. (2019); Wardle & Derakhshan. (2018); Lewandowsky, Stritzke, Freund, Oberauer, & Krueger (2013)

	
	
	Social media post #2: Gave a practical example from the Egyptian digital media outlet you considered it:
A) Misinformation
B) Disinformation

	Week 3
	Journalistic Truth: Fact-Checking & Verification
	Graves & Amazeen. (2019); Zeng, Burgess & Bruns. (2019); Brandtzaeg, Følstad & Chaparro. (2018)

	
	
	Social media post #3: Write 300 about journalism status in Egypt, from fact checking and verification perspective

	Week 4
	Fact Checking tools: Consider the Source
	CSI Library. (2021); SMU Libraries. (2020); Newmark J-School Research Center (2020); مبادرات. (2020)

	
	
	Social media post #4: Use factchecking tools to verify news or post related to Egypt on digital media, and explain your journey to the real news to us

	Week 5
	Fact Checking tools: Multimedia
	DW. (2022); JOURNALISTS INSIGHT. (2021); RAND. (n.d)

	
	
	Blog post #5: Use factchecking tools to verify multimedia related to Egypt on digital media, and explain your journey to us

	Week 6
	Midterm: Fact Checking Case Study Presentations
	Apply different fact checking tools to present a critical analysis to bring any current digital media case study in Egypt that portrays fake news adapted by social media and became a trend, support your presentation using course readings, research, and critical analysis skills, besides fact checking tools (PowerPoint Presentation).

	
	
	Presentations and peer review

	Week 7
	Digital Media Bias & Marginalized Groups
	Rogers. (2021); Pearce & Foucault Welles. (2020); Reporters without Borders (2019); Nitsche. (2016); Melki & Mallat (2014)

	
	
	Blog post #7: Does Digital Media bias in Egypt exist? Support your answer with examples, and how does this shape the representation of gender and/or marginalized groups?

	Week 8
	Case Study 1: Marginalized Journalism
	Leihs. (2021); Diraya. (2020); Mada Masr. (2018)

	
	
	Activity: Detecting News Bias & fact checking it

	Week 9
	Infodemic
	Eysenbach. (2020); Solomon, Bucala, Kaplan, & Nigrovic (2020); Zarocostas. (2020); WHO. (n.d)

	
	
	Activity: Reviewing various fact-checking platforms in Arab world

	Week 10
	Case Study 1: Fake news & Covid-19 (infodemic).
	LaBelle. (2021); Reporters Without Borders. (2020); Shea. (2020).

	
	
	Activity: Write a short proposal for a fact checking covid-19 news initiative on social media in Egypt

	Week 11
	Students work on campaigns
	Working in group of 5 to create a social media awareness campaign that uses online tactics to practically promote news literacy linked to one of the current social or marginalized issues discussed in the Egyptian Media

	
	
	

	Week 12
	Students work on campaigns
	creating complete social media account for includes (name, logo, slogan), repetitive posts, short videos & stories, infographics, videographics, with #News_literacy_Egypt that outlines the goals, online and offline tactics, audiences, timing, impact, and provides media samples for the proposed campaign.

	Campaign implantation on social media

	Week 13
	Peer review of campaigns
	Evaluation & Peer review

	Week 14
	Peer review of campaigns
	Evaluation & Peer review
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